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" SUBJECT

DEPARTME.NT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

BRST-074-1(51) Meriwether County : orrice  Atlanta
SR 85 ALT over CSX Railroad in Warm Springs
P.I. No. 333183

M. foks M.}.@

Babs Abubakari, P.E., State Consultant Design Engmeer DATE May 8, 2007

Genetha Rice-Singleton, Assistant Director of Preconstruction

DETOUR APPROVAL

Description and Project Proposal: Project BRST-074-1(51) is the replacement of the SR 85 ALT
Bridge over CSX Railroad. The bridge is located in Warm Springs. The project begins at milepost 3.95,
ends at milepost 4.09, and is 700 feet in length. The existing bridge is 115 ft long, with three spans. The
replacement structure is a 172°-0" long by 48°-0” wide bridge. The proposed roadway section consists of
two 12 foot travel lanes, 4 foot bike lanes, curb & gutter, and 12 foot shoulders with 5 foot sidewalks. The
projected Average Daily Traffic (ADT) for the year 2008 (constructlon year)} is 3000 and 2028 projected

- ADT is 4500 vpd.

Concept Approval Date: January 16, 2003. A revised concept report will be submitted after the detour -
is approved.

Reason a detour is required: SR 85ALT must be closed because stage constructing the bridge impacted
historical property. The previous design was a permanent offset to the east to maintain traffic on the
existing alignment during construction. Historical property was impacted as a result of the first design.
The redesign is replacing the existing bridge on the existing alignment by closing the road and detounng
traffic off-site.

Environmental Assessment of the proposed detour route: A Categorical Exclusion (CE) was approved
on September 30, 2005, without the detour, since that time the project is being reevaluated and we do not
foresee any problems with the detour. '

Public Information Meeting for Proposed Detour (Detour Meeting) Results: A Detour Public

- Information Open House (PIOH) was held for the detour of SR 85 ALT. The PIOH meeting was March 8,

2007 at Warm Springs Welcome Center in Warm Springs, Georgia, where 15 people attended. The
majority of the comments the residents were glad the design change that kept the original alignment and

~less impact to the historic downtown area. One comment expressed concern of existing nght of way along

his sectlon of the roadway and access as result of the project.



‘There were 3 comments in support and 1 comment opposed to the detour. The comment opposed to the
detour was concerned about his adjoining right of way and future access to his property. A total of 4
comments were received, two at the meeting and two more during the ten day comment period. There
were 3 public officials in attendance. There are no major changes planned as a result of the detour PIOH
" meeting.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the Detour be used for the above referenced project due to the amount of time &
impacts required to stage construct SR 85 ALT.

RECOMMEND: e

}uf{or of Prggﬁs' Ction
APPROVE: 2 PSS T 77277

Sfoz

Attachments: :
' Proposed Notice,

Location Sketch of detour route studied,

Public Information Meeting for Proposed Detour comment cards, and
Public Information Meeting for Proposed Detour transcript.

000 C

Chief Engineer _ & ~ Date of Approval



NOTICE OF DETOUR APPROVAL

BRST-074-1(51) MERIWETHER COUNTY
P.1 333183

Notice is hereby given that the Georgia Department of Transportation has approved the use of and the
routing of a detour this project.

. The date of detour approval is MAVII %'s ?907

Project BRST-074-1(51) is the replacement of the SR 85 ALT Bridge over CSX Railroad. The bridge is
located in Warm Springs. The project begins at milepost 3.95, ends at milepost 4.09, and is 700 feet in
length. The existing bridge is 115 ft long, with three spans. The replacement structure is a 172’-0” long
by 48’-0” wide bridge. The proposed roadway section consists of two 12 foot travel lanes, 4 foot bike

lanes, curb & gutter, and 12 foot shoulders with 5 foot sidewalks. The projected Average Daily Traffic
(ADT) for the year 2008 (construction year) is 3000 and 2028 projected ADYT is 4500 vpd. A revised
concept report will be submitted after the detour is approved

The construction requires SR 85 ALT to be closed for 9 months. The proposed detour route includes
SR 173 from SR 85 ALT to US 27 ALT/SR 41 and US 27 ALT/SR 41 from SR 173 to SR 85 ALT.

Drawings or maps or plats of the proposed project, as approved, are on file and are available for
public inspection at the Georgia Department of Transportation:

Yun Tang

Yun.Tang@dot.state.ga.us

Georgia Department of Transportatton
No. 2 Capital Square

Tel. No. 404-463-0290
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Department of Transportation

HAROLD E. LINNENKOHL BUDDY GRATTON
COMMISSIONER - ; DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
(404) 656-5206 State of g'eogl’a (404) 656-5212
3993 Aviation Circle ) .
DAVIDE.STUDSTILL, 4R, .~~~ 7 o SO - - EARL L. MAHF
CHIEF ENGINEER Atlanta, Georgia 30336 - TREASURER

(404) 656-5277 . . (404) 656-5224
: : April 2, 2007

Mr. Fred Woolfolk
P.O. Box 267-300 River Rd
Warm Springs, GA 31830

Re: Project BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County - P.I. No. 333183 -
Dear Mr. Woolfolk:

Thank you for your comments regarding Project BRST-074-1(51) on the proposed detour routes. Your attendance at this
meeting and your comments are appreciated. Your comments will be made a part of the official record of the project.

The purpose of the proposed project is to replace a structurally deficient bridge located on State Route 85 ALT over C8X
Railroad. The proposed project accomplishes this purpose and minimizes construction time by temporary ¢losing State Route
85 ALT and detouring traffic off-site. Two comments were received at the public information open house and two additional
comments were received in the mail. Three comments supported the current project and one comment opposed the project.

Below in bold are some questions/concerns that were expressed in the project comments followed by a response.

Concern for Driveway Access: )
Access as far as new driveways will be provided to all parcels that currently have driveways. No one’s driveway access will
be closed.

Concern about Detour
Another comment was concern about using River Road as a detour route. River Road will not be apart of the detour. The
detour route will include State Route 173 and ALT US 27/State Route 41. '

Concern over the bike lanes and sidewalks being added as part of the bridge replacement project

The Georgia Department of Transportation policy is to put sidewalk everywhere there is going to be curb & gutter. This
" project has curb & putter; therefore, sidewalks will be required on each side of the roadway. Bike lanes will be added
because SR 85 ALT is on the Georgia Department of Transportation Bike Route Network. All Georgia Department of ‘
‘Transportation new construction projects are brought up to teday’s standards (sidewalk, bike lanes, etc), even if it is just fora
short part of the overall road system. '

If you have any questions, please call Amber Perkins at (404) 699-3473.
Sincerely,

Hatvay 0. Kesphls /o

Harvey D. Keepler
_ State Environmental/Location Engineer
HDK/alp/mwh :



Georgia Department of Transportation
' Detour Meeting Cornment Card
BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County, PI No: 333183
State Route 85 ALT over CSX Railroad

TSR W0 Il

Addressﬁ@aé):@)(1 %7 %Oéjpf U'ﬁ@ pd

WAL spa MPS BEopaa 22

055 70723

Do you support the proposed detour? )@ For [)Against ] Conditional [ ] Uncommitted

Comments

How did you hear about this meeting? [ | Radio L] Newspaper [ Signs @Word’ of Mouth
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? mYes - o

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your commumty

Was the {ime of the'meeting convenient for you to attend? j@Yes [INo
If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. _
Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? : ,@ Yes [ 1No
Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? . JE Yes [[INeo
Please share your suggestmns on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts puhhc meetings?
' A /)
{/ gaed.
A4
v .

Mail To:
Mr. Harvey D. Keepler, State Environmental/Location ‘Engineer
: Georgia Department of Transportation
3993 Aviation Circle
Atlanta, GA 30336-1593




Department of Transportation

HAROLD E. LINNENKOHL ' BUDDY GRATTON
COMMISSIONER . ' P DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
(404) 656-5206 : State Qf Qeog “ (404) 656-5212
3993 Aviation Circle sz
DAVID E. STUDSTILL, JR.,  oma © EARLL.
CHIEF ENGINEER Atlanta, Georgia 30336 TREASURER
(404) 656-5277 : - © (404) 656-5224

April 2, 2007

Ms. Margaret Long
P.O. Box 405
Warm Springs, GA 31830

Re:  Project BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County - P.1. No. 333183
Dear Ms. Long:

Thank you for your comments regarding Project BRST-074-1(51) on the proposed detour routes. Your attendance at this
meeting and your comments are appreciated. Your comments will be made a part of the official record of the project.

The purpose of the proposed project is to replace a structurally deficient bridge located on State Route 85 ALT over CSX
Railroad. The proposed project accomplishes this purpose and minimizes construction time by temporary closing State Route
85 ALT and detouring traffic off-site. Two comments were received at the public information open house and two additional
comments were received in the mail. Three comments supported the current project and one comment opposed the project.
‘Below in bold are some questions/concerns that were expressed in the project comments followed by a response. :

" Concern for Driveway Access: :
Access as far as new driveways will be provided to all parcels that currently have driveways. No one’s driveway access will
be closed.

Concern about Detour
Another comment was concern about using River Road as a detour route. River Road will not be apart of the detour. The
detour route will include State Route 173 and ALT US 27/State Route 41.

Concern over the bike lanes and sidewalks being added as part of the bridge replacement project

The Georgia Department of Transportation policy is to put sidewalk everywhere there is going to be curb & gutter. This
project has curb & gutter; therefore, sidewalks will be required on each side of the roadway.: Bike lanes will be added
because SR 85 ALT is on the Georgia Department of Transpoertation Bike Route Network. All Georgia Department of
Transportation new construction projects are brought up to today’s standards (51dewalk bike lanes, etc), even if it is just fora
short part of the overall road system.

" If you have any questions, please call Amber Perkins at (404) 699- 3473,

- Sincerely,
//myg7 0. Kegpter /mm
Harvey D. Keepler -

State Environmental/Location Engineer
HDK/alp/mwh



Georgia Department of Transportation
Detour Meeting Comment Card
BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County, PI No: 333183
State Route 85 ALT over CSX Railroad

Please print responses.

" Name /mﬂﬁ" 7 /WF

Address_ &) dOPG F s
S APy 7T

Mﬂﬁé//z/M; Y F 30

Do you support the proposed detour? IE/O 1 Against - [ Conditional [} Uncommitted

Comments %@,@:Q c/g %/ /cfzf’/f’w,,écv; _.r,/// Vo o SN B 7, M.:{;g/

ARy R Sy I Cemrpprent @éef'm// e Forrs
J//% et IBenl

How did you hear about this meeting? [ | Radio [ Newspaper [ ] Signs mord of Mouih
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? = - ] Yes [[No

H no, please suggest a general Jocation that is more convenient to your commmunity.

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? Eﬁ;s ONo
If no, please suggest .a time frame that is more conVEnieiat for you. |

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? % [INo

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? E;Yg."- D No

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?

Maii To:
Mr. Harvey D. Keepler, State Environmental/Location Engineer
Georgia Department of Transportation :
3993 Aviation Circle
Atlanta, GA 30336-1593




Q)epartment of Tr ranspormtlon

HAROLD E. LINNENKOHL _ BUDDY GRATTON
COMMISSIONER DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
(404) 656-6206 o State o](gwiym : (404) 656-5212
3993 Aviation Circle —
DAVID E. STUDSTILL, JR., . . . EARLL.
CHIEF ENGINEER ’ ﬂtﬁlnfa, geafym 30336. TREASURER
{404} 656-5277 E (404) 656-5224
April 2, 2007 _

Mr. Timothy Fowler
5808 White House Parkway
Warm Springs,_ GA 313830

Re: Projéct BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County - P.I. No. 333183
Dear Mr. Fowler:

Thank you for your comments regarding Project BRST-074-1(51) an the proposed detour routes. Your attendance at this
.meeting and your comments are appreciated. Your comments will be made a part of the official record of the project.

The purpose of the proposed project is to replace a structurally deficient bridge located on State Route 85 ALT over CSX
Railroad. The proposed project accomplishes this purpose and minimizes construction time by temporary closing State Route
85 ALT and detouring traffic off-site. Two comments were received at the public information open house and two additional
comments were received in the mail. Three comments supported the current project and one comment opposed the project.

_ Below in bold are some questions/concerns that were expressed in the project commerits followed by a response.

Concern for Driveway Access:
Access as far as new driveways will be provided to ‘all parcels that currently have driveways. No one’s driveway access will
be closed.

Concern about Detour
Another comment was concern about usmg River Road as a detour route, River Road will not be apart of the detour. The
detour route will include State Route 173 and ALT US 27/State Route 41.

Concern over the bike lanes and sidewalks being added as part of the bridge replacement project

The Georgia Department of Transportation policy is to put sidewalk everywhere there is going to be curb & gutter. This
project has curb & gutter; therefore, sidewalks will be required on each side of the roadway. Bike lanes will be added
because SR 85 ALT is on the Georgia Department of Transportation Bike Route Network. All Georgia Department of
Transportation new construction projects are brought up to today’s standards (sidewalk, bike lanes, etc), even if it is just for a
short part of the overalI road system,

If you have any questions, please call Amber Perkins at (404) 699-3473.
Sincerely,

Hm ]/37 0. }(eéf?ét /M

Harvey D. Keepler
. State Environmental/Location Engmeer
HDK/alp/mwh



Georgia Department of Transportation
Detour Meeting Comment Card
BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County, PI No: 333183
State Route 85 ALT over CSX Railroad

Please print responses.

Name T/)’?qdﬁé’ F&Q//("’/A

Address Fﬁ@ﬁy ﬁ WM W ﬁ‘oku—/‘f//

o S '§@J~;-/f}/y_5 7, 3 /330

Do you support the proposed detour?, [ 1 For [ | Agamjt/\%fi}nal [ Uncommitted

Comments ) ﬂ

How did you hear about this meeting? [ | Radio A@\Newspaper E\'Signs U] Word of Mowh
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you te attend? - K Yes [INo

If no, please suggest a general location that is mere convenient to your community,

~ Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? /\K] Yes | [INo
I no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for yoﬁ.

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? [ ] Yes ? [INo

Do you understand the project after attefxding this meeting? ] Yes m No

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT eonduc%im meetings?
W ﬂ/w& LI LA SVl A‘ﬁ

/)f)mﬂ

Mail To:
Mr. Harvey D. Keepler, State Environmental/location Engineer
Georgia Department of Transportation
3993 Aviation Circle .

% Cee ,q#ﬂj,((c/ / [:Atlanra, GA30336159;



. March 15, 2007

 Mr. Harvey D. Keepler,

This letter is written in regards to a proposed project BRST-074-1(51), PI
'N0.333183.1am against this proposal for a number of reasons. The main concern
is a 4 foot bike lane and a 5 foot sidewalk for approximately 700 foot along state
- road 85. The present bridge on the east side of state road 85 does not contam this
formula and I oppose this project.

My other concern is that this would shut off the entrance that we have had
for over 10 years. I would think that this would fall into the category of some laws
violating our rights. I was in attendance to the meeting held on March 8,2007, an
issue was brought up about the safety of this entrance .I am in conflict with the
issue due to there has never been any accidents or incidents in regards to the
entrance of our driveway from state road 85. You may have records to check for
any accidents or incidents in this area. Please review these documents.

This project will restrict the income that we are able to create with our
commercial parking lot. We do hold a business license and pay our taxes on this
property and have been for the past 10 years.

Thank you for your attention to this matter,

-SINCERELY,

Timothy Fowler
£80% ,a;s"f&fqogg_g_a ’%3}{7

waim Sp ’“'”’8‘ GA 33%30



Department of Transportation

HAROLD E£. LINNENKOHL. ) BUDDY GRATTON
COMMISSIONER | { DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
(404) B56-5206 - State q-fg'eoggl'a (404) 656-5212
3993 Aviation Circle -
DAVID E. STUDSTILL, JR., ] . . EA .
CHIEE ENGINEER ﬂ.t[anta, geowul 30336 ’ TREASURER
(404) 656-5277 . (404) 656-5224
April 2, 2007 :

Ms. Pamela Williams
46 River Rd
Warm Springs, GA 31830

Re:  Project BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County - P.I No. 333183
Dear Ms. Williams:

Thank you for your comments regarding Project BRST-074-1(51) on the proposed detour routes. Your attendance at this
meeting and your comments are appreciated. Your comments will be made a part of the official record of the project.

The purpose of the proposed project is to replace a structurally deficient bridge located on State Route 85 ALT over C5X
Railroad. The proposed project accomplishes this purpose and minimizes construction time by temporary closing State Route
85 ALT and detouring traffic off-site. Two comments were received at the public information open house and two additional
cormments were received in the mail. Three comments supported the current project and one comment opposed the project.
Below in bold are some questions/concerns that were expressed in the project comments followed by a response.

_ Concern for Driveway Access: : . .
Access as far as new driveways will be provided to all parcels that currently have driveways. No one’s driveway access will
be closed. .

Concern about Detour ) ‘
Another comment was concern about using River Road as a detour route. River Road will not be apart of the detour. The
detour route will include State Route 173 and ALT US 27/State Route 41. '

Concern over the bike lanes and sidewalks being added as part of the bridge replacement project

The Georgia Department of Transportation policy is to put sidewalk everywhere there is going to be curb & gutier. This
project has curb & gutter; therefore, sidewalks will be required on each side of the roadway. Bike lanes will be added
because SR 85 ALT is on the Georgia Department of Transportation Bike Route Network. All Georgia Department of
Transportation new construction projects are brought up to today’s standards (sidewalk, bike lanes, etc), even if it is just for a
short part of the overall road system. ‘

If you have any questions, please call Amber Perkins at {404) 699-3473.
Sincerely,

Huucy D. keephe, /mm

Harvey D. Keepler T
o State Environmental/Location Engineer
HDK/alp/mwh '



Georgia Department of Transportation
Detour Meeting Comment Card
BRST-074-1(51), Meriwether County, PI No: 333183
State Route 85 ALT over CSX Railroad
o Dimels. Willigms
Address 4‘(9 Riven. Qof -
Warm Sperag 64 3130

Do you support the proposed detour? Eﬁr (M Against [ Conditional {1 Uncommitted
Comments Wﬁ’wd reeyest A’Cfeg C/"ﬂ@i‘*{vi C‘/L)QC[ Lh— n_ K8

[] L

Petleen K5+ Rover Bd be opewd 4 Dotmn "?\.‘:a%”?,; wskead
ot uehiles poma Rivr Rd Acess — o b Pootel ol
Llevene st and ‘rpomrily Bleck  Liue Eﬂf@@%/’ﬁrg@{
1S Wl re-Qan + addl ~att {U‘J i/ W7 Wersen i,

How did you hear about this meeting? -~ [ | Radio [_] Newspaper [dSigns [ ] Word of Mouth

Was the location of the'meeting convenient for you to attend? ;. E/ Yes - [No

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient fo youyr community.

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you fo attend? : B ves [ Neo

- H no, please snggest a time frame ﬂlat is more convenient for you.
Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? By es - [ No
Do you understand the pr(;ject after attending this meeting? E/Y es [1No

Please share your sﬁggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?

‘ Mail To:
Mr. Harvey D. Keepler, State Environmental/Location Engineer -
' Georgia Department of Transportation '
' 3993 Aviation Circle
- Atlanta, GA 30336-1593



